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even thousands. Every soldier is not a beast. It is a mino-
rity that loses all sense of decency. Only twenty per cent
of snakes are poisonous, and out of these a few only bite.
They do not attack unless trodden on. But this knowledge
does not help those who are full of fear and tremble at
the sight of a snake. Parents and husbands should, there-
fore, instruct women in the art of becoming fearless. It can
"best be learnt from a living faith in God. Though He is
Invisible, He is one's unfailing protector. He who has this
faith is the most fearless of all.
But such faith or courage cannot be acquired in a
day. Meantime we must try to explore other means. When
a woman is assaulted, she may not stop to think in terms
of himsa or ahimsa. Her primary duty is self-protection.
She is at liberty to employ every method or means that
"comes to her mind in order to defend her honou^i God has
given her nails and teeth. She must use them with all her
strength and, if need be, die in the effort. The man or
.woman who has shed all fear of death will be able not
only to protect himself or herself but others also through
laying down his or her life. In truth we fear death most,
and hence we ultimately submit to superior physical force.
Some will bend the knee to the invader, some will resort to
bribery, some will ftrawl on their bellies or submit to other
forms of humiliation, and. some women will even give
their bodies rather than die. I have not written this in a
carping spirit. I am only illustrating human nature.
Whether we crawl on our bellies or whether a woman
yields to the lust of man is symbolic of that same love of
life which makes us stoop to anything. Therefore, only he
who loses his life shall save it: fo ?cr*Efrr ?pftarT:l Every
reader should commit this matchless shloka to memory.
But mere lip loyalty to it will be of no avail. It must
penetrate deep down to the innermost recesses of the heart.
To enjoy life one should give up the Hire of life. That
.should be part of our nature.
So much for what a woman should do. But what about
the man who is witness to such crimes ? The answer is